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CAUSES

Conductive

- wax

- blood

- middle ear infection

- effusion from blocked Eustachian tube

- hyperbaric damage

Sensorineural

- drugs (gentamicin, frusemide)

- excessive aspirin use

- trauma (BOS fracture, direct trauma to ear)

- blast damage

- meningitis/encephalitis

- vascular event

- incidental tumour
PREVENTION

- cause dependent

- remove N/G tube at first opportunity

- check gentamicin levels and adjust appropriately

- avoid large does of diuretics

- early steroids in haemophilus meningitis
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